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A Letter From the 
Conference Minister 



DearFjdejtids, 

Momtiian250 clergy, dil^ittes, and visitors gathered 
at Simpson wood Conference and Retreat Center in 
Norcross, Georgia, to celebrate the Annual Meeting of the 
Scaitfaeast Conference of the United Church of Christ. Our 
theme was "Stewards: Called as Partners in God's Service." 
These were truly three days of blessings. Gentle bursts of 
grace and joy marked this wonderful gathering. We came 
together like old friends long parted from one another, with 
the laughter and stories that mark the coming together of 
'flnffly. We welcomed new friends as we grecfid the mem- 
bers of First Lnmanuel Church in Decatur, Georgia, and Vir- 
giniaHighlands Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia. 

hi our community building time, we marveled at all we 
had not known about one another, and as the enclosed ar- 
Wtpomt^e®^ iPil^|i©d wid enjoyed one another's comt- 
pany. Our youth brought us not only the sparkle and viva- 
ciousness of their energy, but a certain wisdom as they named 
. concerns for today. The Service of Remembqiiia^ 
was a time in which we recalled so many who have gone 
and become apart ofa cloud of witnesses." - 

Our keynoter. The Reverend William Green, reminded 
us that our stewardship must be rooted in joy if it is to blos- 
som, that weeTOOt'tfesevered flowers to stalks and ex- 
pect them to grow. The ever firm but gentle han d of Annie 
Neai guided us through our business meeting. We sang old 
twmMt hymns. We were moved by stories of Mffi itiil 
courage on Saturday night. Thanks and appreciation were 
woven throughout, as we acknowledged and lifted up the 
hands and the hearts which made tiiis wcifedteW ^^^m% 
possible. 

T%fett^;f!e SoAe^Graf^^^ceis te aseirai of gn^ 
grace, a time of renewal when so many are coming together, 
pulling up rather than pulling down, celebrating rather than 
dom]pl Wng. I woddlike to €jq>ress my thanks to all of you 
who have been a part of this time of building and of new 
hope. 




The Annual Meeting Mass Choir 




Nancy Sales, Dick & Trudy Braiin 




Timothy C. Downs 



Kfinn HiHtt &^ Isaac Mingus 



UP-DOWNS 



SUNDAY MORNING 
1 : AT THE ANNUAL 
MEETING 

The Sunday morning worship on J une 1 4, opened 
withaKvely South AfncanpKx:ession4*WeAreMa^^ 
Uic T jghl of God." Tim Downs reflected in his meditation on 
''Hie Stewardship of Our Teat^." We installed our new oflScers, 
placing a medaJlion around the neck of Don Harmon, elected 
to serve as Moderator of the Southeast Conference, and 
recognized Steve Pafkei; elected to sorveas Vice Modetator. 
In addition, weinstdlednewAt-I^gememtetofte Board, 
and one new member on each Commission. 




Annette Nietscn, Tim Downs, Larry Calbert, Gary Myers, Jim Smalley 



Following the Service of Installation, we celebrated 
Communion kd by Revoimd Annette Nielsen, I .any Calbert, 
and Reverend Tim Downs. The massed dhoir, directed by 
Milton Hurst, led us in song and praise, and led us to rejoice 
more deeply in God's grace, to which the SouHieast Conference 
of the United Church of Christ is wondeiiiilly transparent. 




Mmdd friesd-Xones, Joyce Hollyday, Mtmimtlt ^teweiit 



Sineeiiaphr^ ^OcttMMty Building spears in myjcfe 
title, itfeUto me to come up with a gathering exercise at the Southeast 
Conference Annual Meeting. I confess that I am not abig fan of the "If 
you were a cruciferous vegetable, wliich cmcilerous vegetable would 
you be?" games tiMaretheusual ic^bieakgr^e at church CGOfbrnces. 
So I turned to Rev. Eliz^etii M. Clementfor help. She su^ested 
''Up-Downs" (named, of course, for our distii^ishedConfeient^ 
Minister, the Rev. Dr. Timothy Downs). 

As we opened the Annual Meeting on Friday night, Elizabeth 
and 1 invited everyone in the crowd who could reply afBrmatively to a 
particularstatemetit to signily so by standing up or wavkig a hand. We 
beganbyim)gtii2ai^aUofthose\^vve!©attiattdii^t^ 

for the first time, a pleasingly large number. Then we had everyone 
stand who was on their first visit to the Simpson wood Retreat Center- 
-followed by all those who got lost getting there (too many to count). 

We learned how many of us grew up in each of the streams of 
the United Church of Christ (Evangelical, Reformed, AMA. Cliristian, 
andCongregational)-and noted the very large number of us who grew 
up in otfier traditions. We ^knowledg^ those who grew up in tiie 
South, in each of the other regions of the United States, mid in other 
countries-aswellasthose who never grew up at all and don'tintend 
to. 

When Elizabeth announced, "Stand up i f you know where 
Tim Downs went to high school," a surprising dozm people stood 

(altliougli, intercstinglv. Tim Djwns was notamor^tfaem). We learned 
about our pastimes and our church involvements; recognized our mral, 
city, and suburban churches: celebrated our multiracial, European- 
Ammcan, Afiican-American, and open-and-aflSrming congregations. 

Our diversity inagebecame dappmsi^^imwmMmM ^ toe 
to stand who grew up hstmingto Frank Sinatra; to the Beatles; the 
Temptations and the Supremes; the Spice Girls. We had all those 
stand who were bom before television was invented; who had anEtch- 
a-Sketeh as a child; who ever ovmed a Beanie Baby. 

Our mixed feelings about computers appeared when we 
announced, "Please stand ifyouimcferstand uhcit 'hard drive' rxmm^ 
This was followed by, "Please stand ifyou think that 'hard drive' means 
taking 1-85 or 1-75 into Atlanta during rush hour." There were those 
wfeo acknowledged that they can't live without e-mail, and those who 
admitted tiey think e-mail isthe ani-Oirist Some of ts, we l^lfcJ, 
insist on rolling the toothpaste tube from the bottom, others sque^ it 
anywhere, and a few of us don't care and can't imagine who could. 

We applauded everything with fervor Our gathering time was 
a celebration of die rich diversity among us. Ifyou missed the fun, I 
invite you to next year's Annual Meeting. 

Hope to see you there, 

Joyce Hollyday 

Conference Associate for Spiritual Development 
^ and Cmciferous Vegetable Games 
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l^itMriMuyps a Glial iiM^iii 




Dick Sales, Joyce Hollyday, JallM; jltepis 

At this Annual Meeting, we conducted 
Workshops on Saturday afternoon in tv^'O sessions. 
Those who led the workshops reported a wonderful 
levdofoithusi^m, a(fcq)hiinga-for informai^^ 
the UCC, and about ways to strengthen our local 
congregations throughstewardship, fiiiarid4jptaiin^ 
andfeith&lactioa 

A tremendous amount of interest was 

expressed in tlie workshop '"[lcnc\A Your Churchy led 
by John Mingus as he introduced the Covenant for 
Renewal and invited congregatioiis to he apart of this. 



tti©0logical education extension program, Theolog}' 
Among the People, "TAP and Joj^ce Hollyday led a 
stewardship-oriented workshop reflecting on the 
"Widows' Mite." National staffintroducedus to planned 

of stewardship. We had an opportunity to share 
concems and celebration about the work of the United 
Church Board for World Ministries, andtheTJnited 
Church Board for Homeland Ministries. 

Bob Goodyear shared the experi^ce of : 
Pilgrimage United Church of Christ in Marietta, GA, as 
they moved toward becoming an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. Henry Hobson introduced us to using 
iieoew confirmaMbirmalMisas away t provi^ in 
overview of the United Church of Christ, not oiily fbr 
a>nfinnands, butfor adultmembm asweE 

We are deeply grateful lor the time and 
commftmait of eadi of tie wdrkshop l^d^, mdM of 
those who sou^tto be a part ofihcsc events. 



Youth of the Coiiference 
Make Their Presence Felt 

It was with deep jo> that we welcomed mom than 1 5 young people as a 
part ofour CoBfepenoe Annual Meeting. They assisted us with wtaship 

leadership, spoke at our "Speak Outs" session, conducted hearings on 
concerns that they feel deeply, mdtodktime to share those concerns with 



us. 



TidrcmeeEmiiiiiiidjad in 
teenage pregnancy, Iheiise of violence throughout our society and 
specifically, among teenagers. These and many other concems that were 
named will be brought to the attention of the Commissions for Christian 
EducationMdIfeiA arf&yian Social Justi^^ 



We are gratefiil to the adult leadership who led so effectively, Krisli 
Denhara, MarvaGraysoc^ Amy Cantrell, and Chiystal Cook 

Southeast Conference Votes 
on the Reorganization of the 
United Church of Christ 

At the Friday night hearing concerning tiie reorganization of the 
United Church of Christ, a thoughtful conversation was held concerning 
&e iinplicadons of iMs reorgani:^on for us at aCoiifbrence levd and for 
the local congregations of the United Church of Cteist. Whenth&matter 
oftheneoipnization came to the floor. Dr. Annie Neal spent considerable 
time walking us through an overview of the reorganization, and a 
conversation aboutthe implications of this reorganization for us. 

Wehave attadtedtotfus newsletter a diarteotided, *'RestruGtiffing 

at aGlance," and we hope it will be use&l to yottta^ifcderstanding what lies 
ahead for us at a national level . The vote to approve the amendments to 
Uie Constitution of the United Church of Christ passed by an overv\iielming 
margin. WehopeyouvviUtaketimetoreadthematoi^lhatweiemclu^ 
in the Yembookofthe Conference, an^toifeel fieeto askusmy questksns 
aboutthein5)licatk)ns of this jSarie;. 




Sam & Reka Kaet/.el, Annie & Ed Nea! 
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TliAr^lt vjOM vcrvf mwch for vfowr 
tjwiitt5 tHi$ mi>^t tj^ifficwlt timriif a%tr lives. 
It 1*5 bccAVf5c of people like v^ovj we Are aWc 
to w<^^c tUrovf^li rtl^Htmjkrc, 0hc€ 
A^Ain. wc tViAHk i^ovL 

TVic BvfrS? f Amikf 
12^ We5t ©roAtJ Strc<?t 
|A5pcr^ TciCAg if^y 
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Received in the Conference Office 



PASTORAL CONCERNS 



remember in our prayers: 

Dan Garrett , interim minister at Oak Grove Congregational Christian 
Church, Pine Mountain, Georgia on the occasion of the recent death of 
his father. 

The family of Reverend Weskv Martin^ of Atlanta, Georgia, retired 
ministerwhodiedjn June, 1998. 



Reverend Bennie Liggins . pastor at Community Congregational Churchy 
Montgomery, Alabama, as he awaits test results. - _ , ~ 

The family of ldellaChilds . a stalwart of 1 st Congregational Churdhlte 
Marion, AL . Mrs. Childs, the mother of the late Jean Childs Young, 
died on Saturday August 8, funeral services were held Wednesday August 

12. . ' ^ - ■. ; . ■ / : 




Commission on Christian Social 
Justice Drafts Letter on Behalf 
of the Annual Meeting 

We were rerninded by Ted Braun, Chair of the Conference 
Comfflissioh on SbeiM lisfice, ffiatfc feeert dea^rftoies 
Byrd, Jr. in Jasper, Texas, was yet another reminder of 
prevasiveness and horror of racism in our country. 

Under Ted's leadership, the Commissicdi drafted alett^tD 
sent to our sisters and brothers in Christ in the South Central 
Conference of the United Church of Christ, and to the family of 
James Byrd, Jr. This is the text of the letter; which received a 
resoundilttg ovation attheAnni^ Kl^Hg: 

^ members of the Southeast Conference of the United 
Church of Christ, gathered for the Annual Meeting of 
our Conference in Atlanta, Georgia, June 12-14, 1998, would 
like to make the following statement dis an expression of our 
faith and]0%e call we have received to be Jems^ discphs: . 

^ are appalled by the torture and murder of James Byrd, 
Jr., in Jasper. Texas, this past week. Mr Byrd, walking 
home from a family gathering, was offered a ride by three 
white men who then beat him, chained him to their pickup 
truck, and dragged htm for several mfhs, causing his 
dmimmberment cmd death 

Jliat a child of God and brother of ours should be so 
penalized^degraded, and killed because of the wqndetful 
diversity that Gad has given the hutrnn family is abhotfent 
to us and a blasphemy, we believe, (^aiMt Gad<md God's 
creation. '■ 

express our deep sympathy and sorroM' to the Byrd 
'family and pray that this tragedy will move us all to 
address with new urgency the racism that underlies our 

society, and our need to hear Gods call tO &ii^fbr each 

other with tenderness, respect and love. 



Amenities & Appreciation 

There areanumber of ingredients that go into making an effective 
aad.suoo^sfiil ^ualmeeting -mmpmksf^its^lik^pmi^ 
lEiieWij^^celebFative, informative, inclusive, and creative. 
The Annual Meeting this year had all of these ingredients, and 
we express our great appreciation to all who had apart in it 

We are especially gratelul to: 

MartaMorrison^BelhLojiess, MaiyBmeggemann, 
KristiDeilham, JaiBesLpjfesSsandKim Ward for their o\ccllent 
woik in preparing for this meeting. Their imaginative planning, 
their thoroughness and attention to many large and small details 
madeforasmooth-runninganddeeplysatisfyingmeeting. 




1997-199$ Board af Directors, SBC 



%1heddidcfasnieals,atidtr4]e]tt]ftaa^ refieshment stations 

offering a variety- of beverages, cookies, and fixiits. 

Geni Ryons-tJudson and all the others in tiie Conference 
ofQce who prepared the invaluable Conference booklet and 
ditectory-a resotffce that provided comprehensive tod 
accessiWe MMmationfor us. 

Joyce HoUyday and Elizabeth Clement for their 
community- building leadership in two opening sessions, Milton 
Hurst for the wonderM Saturday evening of testimonials and 



; ipfe mtfmnging a new feeat, and Annie Neal 
graced our meeting as moderator, leading us efficiently through 
the ag^da and giving tlie meeting ajovful and congenial persona 
Wilham Green for his keynote address on joy as the 
foundation of stewardship, Timothy Dowi^ for Jiis Sunday 
morning sermon on the stewardship ctf tears, the woitkshop 
leaders (Barbara Everett, John Gill, Robert Goodyear, William 
Green, Heroy Hobson, Joyce HoUyday Marie Loutoo, Cheri 
Lovell, John Mingus, Tim Morrison, and Richard Sales) for 
sharing vital information and resources, the Commissions^ 
programs and aggies that provided helpful infcsmti^ion in 
hearing, displays and exhibits, and the Presbyterian Book Sto- 
forproviding an excellent variety ofbooks for sale. 

Our Conference Minister, Timothy Do^^als, and the three 
Conference Associates, Joyce HoUyday, Joiit Mingus, and 
R&teidS^teife^de#^iidiiiMtriiS(^ Tfa^ 
are Spirit-Medp^fint leaders and we deeply appreciate them 
The ecumenical visitors v\ho attended ourmeeting, noting 
appreciatively thepresence of Tim Shirley, pastor of the Virginia- 
HighlandBaptist Church i^ 

ecumenical ties. 

The church delegates and visitors-the congregation of 
God's people of the Southeast Conference gathered at this time 
and place-representing aprecious treasure onbdialf of the life 
andiiiissiort of fee cfadL 

God's Spidt\^MchweMMi!]gthi$ptacea^ 
ourmidst SutttnittedbyTed^aim 



KVP 

Tie UCC Office of Communication is still fighting the good 
fight as an advocate for the public's rights in 
broadcasting. Arguments filed by the office heavily influenced 
a recent Federal Communications Commission decision tg 
keep rules requiring broadcasters to air responses on persond 
attacks and political editorials. Since the 1 980s, tiie industry 
has been trying to jettison the regs, while OC has argued that 
such rules foster robust and fair debate on important issues. 

CmM that be a "Simday Morning Special," a concealed 
pistol, in the parson's cassock? If the parson is in a 
church in Kentucky, it just might be. A law signed by the 
governor on Good Friday allowing clergy to be armed in 
church went into effect this July. But mainstream pastors, led 
by UCC niinister &e Mm. Kan^ Jb Ijempef; are atoaed M 
tlifelhpj^ijfeleigy packing heat inside a house of worship. 
Kemper, who is executive director of the Kentucky Council 
of Churches, recently appeared on 'The Today Show." 'Tor 
hundreds of years, the church has been a sanctuary avvay 
from thehorrors of the rest of society, a place where weapons 
were not allowed/' she told viewers. 

Fifty years ago, the United Nations offered the world a 
monumental document, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. Eleanor Roosevelt chaired the sessions, and 
seated right behind her was the Rev. Howard Schomer, 
representing the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, a predecessor body of the United Church 
Board for World Ministries, fhe UCC, of course, didn't 
come into existence until 1 957, but at its Second General 
S\nod, in 1959, delegates called for the full implementation 
of the U.N. accords . 

Something new has been added to the UCC's home page 
on (http://vmw.ucc.org). "NewsBytes" offers headline 
news of the UCC to busy 'net surfers. ' Many of the stories 

also have links to more complelc stories or background 
information. NewsBytes is a mixture of hard news and features 
and is published online weekly. 



Conference Office: 800/807 1993 



AUGUST 
01 

GA/SC Church & Miois^ Ccaiiimttee , 
Atlaptta,GA 

15 

ALA/TN - EAL/ WGA Executive Committees 
Lanett, AL ' . 

21-22 

Board of Directors OE[edWiGn & Retreat 
Atlanta, OA 

25- ■■■ : , : ; :•■ 



The Conference Galendar 

SEPTEMBER 
01 

. • ,1 ' - Nominations for Recognition Awards 
: for GA/SC Annual Meeting-DeadUne 



11-13 

GA/SC Annual Meeting - Evergreen Cong'l 
' TOgttasviUe(Beac 

18t19 

' ALA/TN ArinusrisI©^ 

^ Chattanooga, TN 

23"24: 

^ /Pre-Retirement Seminar 
> : Chattanooga, TN 



26 

Crisis Response Team Training 
Chattanooga, TN 
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